
WORD OF THE ISSUE: 

SHELALEIGH 

A shelaleigh is an old Irish 

walking stick .  Students at 

Missouri S&T have been 

decorating shelaleighs for 100 

years now to celebrate St. 

Patrick, the patron saint of 

engineers. 

Greeting MACURH Region 

from Sunny (or rainy depend-

ing on the day) Rolla! 

 Missouri S & T is just 

about to enjoy their second 

break of March so not a 

whole lot has happened for 

you guys. But rest assured we 

will be on the ball again when 

we all come back rest and 

ready to go in April. I hope 

everyone is enjoying/enjoyed/

will enjoy their Spring Break 

and I hope you‟ll have as 

much fun as I will in Florida! 

Remember, you can just 

shoot any one of the staff an 

e-mail if you have any ques-

tions or concerns. Happy 

Spring!  

 

Tori Seely 

MACURH 2008 Conference 

Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 While St. Patrick‟s Day 

might not be a big deal to anyone 

else in the region, it is a huge 

celebration here at Missouri S&T.  

As one of our goals for this con-

ference was to show you all the 

many aspects of the Missouri 

S&T campus, we figured you 

should know a little bit about 

what goes on in Rolla during our 

biggest celebration of the year. 

 It‟s true that many of 

the festivities during St. Pat‟s are 

centered around drinking.  How-

ever Missouri S&T‟s RHA has 

spent the past 4 years making 

sure that there is plenty to do in 

Rolla during St. Pat‟s that is not 

alcohol related. 

 In this issue we would 

like to tell you a little bit about 

the history of St. Pat‟s in Rolla, as 

well as a new tradition started by 

RHA that can be applied to any 

campus. 
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A Note About This Issue 
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Housing Updates 
Since the last MACURH 2008 

Newsletter, lots of pieces of 

the housing puzzle have fallen 

into place.  As many NCCs, 

NRHH Representatives, Advi-

sors and Delegates are often 

anxious about where they will 

be staying while at the confer-

ence, we figured this was the 

perfect time to lay out for you 

what is in store at the hotels 

for your stay during MACURH 

2008. 

 

The two hotels we will be 

staying at are the Comfort Inn 

and Suites and the Holiday Inn 

Express.  The addresses for 

both hotels are given at the 

end of this article. 

 

Both of the ho-

tels will have 

free wireless 

internet access 

throughout the 

weekend, along 

with exercise 

facilities, indoor 

pools, and of 

course we will 

have hospitality 

set up for you 

should you get 

hungry after a 

long day of 

meetings. 

 

Below is a list of 

breakfast items 

that will be avail-

able at the ho-

tels, as well as additional out-

take items that they will have 

available should you need to 

take breakfast to go. 

 

 

¶ Egg 

¶ Sausage 

¶ Toast 

¶ Bacon 

¶ Biscuits 

¶ Gravy 

¶ Yogurt 

¶ Cinnamon Rolla 

¶ English Muffins 

¶ Milk 

¶ Orange Juice 

¶ Coffee 

 

We have also been assured by 

management at both hotels 

that they will have more than 

enough bed linens and towels 

for our use during the week-

end. 

 

If you have any more questions 

regarding housing, please let 

me know.  I would be more 

than happy to answer any fur-

ther questions, comments or 

concerns you may have. 

 

Comfort Suites 

1650 Old Wire Outer Road 

Rolla, MO  65401 

573.368.4300 

 

Holiday Inn Express 

1610 Old Wire Outer Road 

Rolla, MO  65401 

573.426.2900 

 

Article written by Genny Wal-

ters (MACURH 2008 Housing 

and Publications Chair, 

NACURH Information Center 

Director) 

This is why you should always 

be nice to your advi-

sors...they have keys to eve-

rything! 

M A C U R H  2 0 0 8  

IMPORTANT 

NOTE: 

 

All checks for 

MACURH 2008 

must be made out 

to 

 

“MST MACURH 

2008” 
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òSt. Pat's Alt. has 

grown so much 

over the years that 

it not only effects 

the students 

looking for 

alternative ways to 

celebrate the great 

holiday of St. Pat's, 

but it has become 

an amazing 

learning experience 

for those students 

selected to plan itó 

holiday of St. Pat's, but it has be-

come an amazing learning experi-

ence for those students selected to 

plan it. The complex representa-

tives for this year, Corey Ipock and 

Logan Meyer, hope to beat last 

year‟s record of 450 in attendance 

and walk away with a successful 

influential experience. Below is the 

schedule planned by the three for 

this year‟s events. I can easily say 

that RHA is excited to see what lies 

in store for our residents during St. 

Pat‟s and our halls‟ Alternative Pro-

gramming. 

 

March 7: Root Beer Kegger and 

Ping Pong Tournament 

 

March 8: Shamrock 5k Run 

 

March 9: The Game of Life 

 

March 10: Dating Game and a 

movie 

 

March 11: Booze Busters 

 

March 12: Dinner Fun, Comme-

dian, Dodgeball 

 

March 13: Gonzo Games, Dinner 

Fun, Disco, Late Night Breakfast 

 

March 14: Gonzo Games, Dinner 

Fun, Coronation, Texas Hold „Em & 

Bingo, Late Night Breakfast 

 

March 15: Parade, Game Night, 

Late Night Breakfast, St. Pat‟s Con-

cert (featuring 311) 

 

March 16: Auction 

 

 

Article written by Jacob Sherry 

(MST RHA Co-Chair, MACURH 

2008 Programming Co-Chair, 

MACURH RCC-SP Elect) 

St. Pat's Alternative Programming is 

a week at Missouri S&T that has 

grown to become a very successful 

programming initiative for students 

looking to celebrate St. Pat's out-

side the realm of alcohol. First de-

veloped by the Resident Director 

Dana Barnard and students Joy 

Stein and Jeremy Greenwood in 

2005, St. Pat's Alt. is at its fourth 

year during our 100th Annual St. 

Pat's celebration. St. Pat's Alt. takes 

a lot of time and money to pull off 

each year and there is no exception 

for our 100th Best Ever. To obtain 

the funds needed, the individuals 

and/or committee selected from 

Residential Life leadership go 

around the community to raise 

donations as well as go to RHA 

and the Department of Residential 

Life. As an average from year's past, 

the group has raised over $2,100 in 

donations each year. The amount is 

close to half the $5,000 total it 

takes to make this program the 

success it has become. 

 

St. Pat's Alt. has grown so much 

over the years that it not only ef-

fects the students looking for alter-

native ways to celebrate the great 

St. Patõs Alternative Programming 



The tension was high, but Dr. Young, new to 

the job and popular with students as well as 

faculty, saw a chance for a happy solution and 

knelt good-naturedly; whereupon St Patrick, 

in a voice loud and clear, spoke the historic 

word. 

 

The students cheered, the faculty applauded, 

Lewis Young rose a Knight and the new holi-

day tradition was born. After lecturing the 

seniors, interpreting the marks on the Blarney 

Stone, and surveying a quadrangle with his 

transit (a forked stick with a beer bottle rest-

ing on it), George went on to dub the class of 

1908 the "Knights of the Order of St. Patrick." 

 

Drinking and partying, along with a concert, 

followed the knighting ceremony. Everyone 

ended the day with a general resolve to con-

tinue the celebration in future years. March 

17th was scheduled as a regular school holi-

day the following year. Also, at the senior 

meeting on March 7th of the same year, it was 

decided that the junior class would be put in 

charge of putting on future St. Pat's celebra-

tion. 

 

The St. Pat's Board was officially created on 

December 11, 1930 by a three to one major-

ity vote of the student body. Prior to this 

time, the celebration was still organized by 

the junior class. Unfortunately, by 1929 the 

event had grown to such proportions that 

politics and power struggles within the junior 

class threatened to destroy it. 

 

Even with the limited time that the first board 

had to organize the celebration as well as 

themselves, they still managed to successfully 

pull it off through lots of hard work and de-

termination. They even managed to make a 

ten-dollar profit. 

 

Although major festivities were cancelled 

during the last two years of WWII, 2008 will 

mark the one hundredth year of the Saint 

Patrick's celebration at UMR. While the Saint 

Pat's Board has gone through many changes in 

its first century, the tradition begun by 

George Menefee and his colleagues remains: 

Rolla students are proud of their entrepre-

neurship, their "scrappy" ability to innovate, 

their slight mischievousness, and especially 

their love of a good time--all qualities personi-

fied by the hard-working members of St. Pat's. 

 

During recent decades, the Saint Pats organi-

zation has earned the major part of its ex-

penses by selling green sweatshirts decorated 

with artistic logos depicting aspects of the 

tradition. These shirts are particularly popular 

with college students and have been seen as 

far away as Paris, Istanbul, and even in China. 

 

Each year, the people of Missouri and their 

friends are invited to Rolla in mid-March to 

join the students, faculty, and staff of one of 

the nation's top technological research univer-

sities to pay homage to the patron saint of 

engineers and to join in the celebration that 

has become known as The Best Ever.ds: "Dr. 

Young, I dub you the first Honorary Knight of 

Saint Patrick." 

 

 

As told by the St. Pat‟s Celebration Commit-

tee 

In the spring of 1908 the University of Mis-

souri Columbia extended an invitation to the 

School of Mines to send a delegate to witness 

their ceremonies. As a result, a mass meeting 

was held in front of the post office, where all 

matters of importance were settled at the 

time, and J.H.Bowles was elected to be the 

delegate to the ceremonies in Columbia. 

 

The Miners, however, were not content to let 

the situation remain at that. A committee 

consisting of G.A.Easley ('09), Clay Gregory 

('10), and D.L. Forester ('11), was appointed 

by the student body to arrange a celebration 

in Rolla. However, since March 17th was a 

school day, the committee had to meet and 

make its arrangements in secret. 

 

On the 16th the committee had their assis-

tants spend nearly all night decorating the 

huge entrance to Norwood Hall while taking 

care of the night watchman. Other deputies 

were busy posting the town with bills declar-

ing a holiday for the following day and re-

quested all students to meet at the depot at 

8:00 the next morning. 

 

Considerable difficultly was encountered, as 

many of the students were skeptical, and the 

faculty was opposed to the idea. Neverthe-

less, March 17, 1908, was declared a holiday 

by popular vote of the student body, and on 

the morning of the 17th, St. Pat (George Me-

nefee) arrived at the Grand Central Station 

and was met by the crowd armed with shille-

laghs and wearing green sashes. A celebration 

began. 

 

It is said that, as the party progressed, faculty 

dismayed by the absence of their students 

gathered in the office of School Director Dr. 

Lewis E. Young and demanded action. Dr. 

Young's lovely secretary, Alice Long, who was 

rumored to be sweet on George Menefee, 

overheard and took her lunch hour early, 

hastening to the station where she warned 

the fledgling St. Pat of the faculty's ire. 

 

Not to be deterred, Menefee mounted his 

chariot, and led the students in a hastily ar-

ranged parade to the arched entrance of Nor-

wood Hall where the faculty stood silently, 

arms crossed and feet tapping. Upon seeing 

what awaited them, the crowd flailed. Ever 

the charmer, George dismounted at the foot 

of the steps and, with his shillelagh raised as a 

scepter, he made his way through the faculty 

to the top step where, in the name of Saint 

Patrick, he bid Dr. Young to kneel. 

 

 

The History of St. Patõs In Rolla 


